IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please delete the SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION section of the 
specification and replace that section with the following replacement section. A marked- 
up version of the SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION section is provided beginning at 
page 9. 

-An object of the present invention is to solve the above-described 
problems. In accordance with this invention, apparatuses and methods in accordance with 
various embodiments of the invention are provided which achieve the object of the 
invention. In one preferred embodiment of the invention, a communication apparatus is 
provided that includes first coding means for creating first coded data including an audio 
signal coded by a first audio coding method, second coding means for creating second 
coded data including an audio signal coded by a second audio coding method that is 
different from the first audio coding method, control means for switchably selecting at least 
one of the first coded data created by the first audio coding method and the second coded 
data created by the second audio coding method, and sending means for sending at least 
one of the first coded data and the second coded data to another communication apparatus. 
The sending means sends the first coded data and the second coded data when the control 
means switches selection from the first audio coding method to the second audio coding 
method while the communication apparatus is in communication with the other 
communication apparatus. The control unit does not select the second coded data until a 
predetermined time has passed since the second coding unit starts creating the second 
coded data. 

In accordance with another aspect of this invention, a method of operating a 
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communication apparatus is provided. The method comprises (a) a first coding step, of 
creating first coded data including an audio signal coded by a first audio coding method, 
(b) a second coding step, of creating second coded data including an audio signal coded by 
a second audio coding method that is different from the first audio coding method, (c) a 
control step, of switchably selecting at least one of the first coded data created by the first 
audio coding method and the second coded data created by the second audio coding 
method, and (d) a sending step, of sending at least one of the first coded data and the 
second coded data to another communication apparatus. The sending step includes sending 
the first coded data and the second coded data when the control step switches selection 
from the first audio coding method to the second audio coding method while the 
communication apparatus is in communication with the other communication apparatus. 
The control step does not select the second coded data until a predetermined time has 
passed since the second coding step has started creating the second coded data. 

A communication apparatus in accordance with another embodiment of the 
present invention comprises receiving means for receiving at least one of first coded data 
including an audio signal coded by a first audio coding method and second coded data 
including an audio signal coded by a second audio coding method that is different from the 
first audio coding method, first decoding means for decoding the first coded data, second 
decoding means for decoding the second coded data, control means for switchably 
selecting at least one of an audio signal outputted from the first decoding means and an 
audio signal outputted from the second decoding means, and output means for outputting 
the audio signal selected by the control means. The receiving means receives the first 
coded data and the second coded data when the control means switches selection from the 
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first audio coding method to the second audio coding method while the communication 
apparatus is in communication with another communication apparatus. The control means 
does not select the audio signal outputted from the second decoding means until a 
predetermined time has passed since the second decoding means starts decoding the second 
coded data. 

A method of operating a communication apparatus according to another 
embodiment of the present invention comprises (a) a receiving step, of receiving at least 
one of first coded data including an audio signal coded by a first audio coding method and 
second coded data including an audio signal coded by a second audio coding method that is 
different from the first audio coding method, (b) a first decoding step, of decoding the first 
coded data, (c) a second decoding step, of decoding the second coded data, (d) a control 
step, of switchably selecting at least one of an audio signal outputted in the first decoding 
step and an audio signal outputted in the second decoding step, and (e) an output step, of 
outputting the audio signal selected in the control step. The receiving step in this 
embodiment includes receiving the first coded data and the second coded data when the 
control step switches selection from the first audio coding method to the second audio 
coding method while the communication apparatus is in communication with another 
communication apparatus. The control step does not select the audio signal outputted in 
the second decoding step until a predetermined time has passed since the second decoding 
step starts decoding the second coded data. 

A communication apparatus according to another embodiment of the 
present invention comprises a first coder, arranged for creating first coded data including 
an audio signal coded by a first audio coding method, and a second coder, arranged for 
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creating second coded data including an audio signal coded by a second audio coding 
method that is different from the first audio coding method. A controller switchably 
selects at least one of the first coded data created by the first audio coding method and the 
second coded data created by the second audio coding method, and a sender is arranged for 
sending at least one of the first coded data and the second coded data to another 
communication apparatus. The sender sends the first coded data and the second coded data 
when the controller switches selection from the first audio coding method to the second 
audio coding method while the communication apparatus is in communication with the 
other communication apparatus. The controller does not select the second coded data until 
a predetermined time has passed since the second coder starts creating the second coded 
data. 

A communication apparatus according to another embodiment of the 
present invention comprises a receiver, arranged for receiving at least one of first coded 
data including an audio signal coded by a first audio coding method and second coded data 
including an audio signal coded by a second audio coding method that is different from the 
first audio coding method. A first decoder is arranged for decoding the first coded data, 
and a second decoder is arranged for decoding the second coded data. A controller 
switchably selects at least one of an audio signal outputted from the first decoder and an 
audio signal outputted from the second decoder. An outputter outputs the audio signal 
selected by the controller. The receiver receives the first coded data and the second coded 
data when the controller switches selection from the first audio coding method to the 
second audio coding method while the communication apparatus is in communication with 
another communication apparatus. The controller does not select the audio signal 
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outputted from the second decoder until a predetermined time has passed since the second 
decoder starts decoding the second coded data. 

Still other objects of the present invention, and the advantages thereof, will 
become fully apparent from the following detailed description of the various embodiments 
of the present invention.— 
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Please delete the ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE section of the 
specification and replace that section with the following replacement section. A marked- 
up version of the ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE section is provided beginning at 
page 14. 

~A communication apparatus is provided that includes first coding means 
for creating first coded data including an audio signal coded by a first audio coding 
method, second coding means for creating second coded data including an audio signal 
coded by a second audio coding method that is different from the first audio coding 
method, control means for switchably selecting at least one of the first coded data created 
by the first audio coding method and the second coded data created by the second audio 
coding method, and sending means for sending at least one of the first coded data and the 
second coded data to another communication apparatus. The sending means sends the first 
coded data and the second coded data when the control means switches selection from the 
first audio coding method to the second audio coding method while the communication 
apparatus is in communication with the other communication apparatus. The control unit 
does not select the second coded data until a predetermined time has passed since the 
second coding unit starts creating the second coded data.-- 
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